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 Press release – immediate release Friday 14 February 2014 

4th Railway Package – MEPs are risking the death of private investment in the railway!

The latest amendments from the S&D group for Art 7 a  on financial flows are designed to perpetuate the monopolies of the large incumbents, and will, if approved, kill any further private investment in the railways.  

We, from 20 private passenger and freight operators and associations from across Europe, ask MEPs to consider, just three months before the European Parliamentary elections, whether they really want to be remembered for supporting these amendments, which would allow unfair and hidden subsidies to pass between infrastructure managers, holding companies and their train operators.  They will cause not only severe ongoing problems for the privately financed passenger and freight operators seeking to compete fairly with them.   They will, if carried, also very likely dissuade any further private investors to take the massive and unquantified risk of investing in the rail sector against the unknown monopoly power of the incumbents.

Surely MEPs would rather be remembered in this parliament for achieving for the first time at least the outline of a single market in rail which is the only way of achieving growth and improved service quality – and by attracting private sector investment, it will save a lot of taxpayer money?

So MEPs have the future of the European railways in their hands when they vote later this month.

Notes to editors:

The Fourth Railway Package was proposed by the European Commission to reorganize the railway sector to create a genuine Europe-wide single market in the rail network and systems, encouraging competition and innovation.  In response to some member states, several compromises were reached keep integrated holdings alive but now the ultimate shock!  The S&D Group is now proposing to add further changes proposed by incumbents and their unions and governments to neutralise the package to retain the status quo.  This will put at risk  even a little more market opening and allow the incumbent monopolies so much control over both tracks (infrastructure) as to make it very difficult to bring in the liberalisation, modernisation and competition that customers and investors so badly need.
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List of signatories to this press release:

AEFP – SPAIN  gerente@aefp.es

ATFER - Romanian Asociation of Railway Operators
George Buruiana, President, george.buruiana@atfer.ro

AEL Secretariat, c/o Fleishman-Hillard, contact@logistics-alliance.eu
P +32 22309317,  
M +32 470904227

Romanian Association for Metropolitan Mobility
Ștefan Roșeanu, General Director, 30 Virgiliu Str., Sector 1, Bucharest, Romania
T 004 021 224 43 85, M 004 0724 044 422
stefan.roseanu@clubmetropolitan.ro

Club Feroviar, Romania
Ștefan Roșeanu, Senior Partner, 30 Virgiliu Str., Sector 1
Bucharest, Romania
T 004 021 224 43 87, M 004 0724 044 422
stefan.roseanu@clubferoviar.ro

European Passengers' Federation
Josef Schneider, Member of the Administrative Council, Secretary
Tel. +49-160-7025154, Fax +49-711-811516842
e-Mail: josef.schneider@epf.eu, www.epf.eu

First Group UK
Vernon Barker, Managing Director
First Rail Division,
M+44 (0)7736 088149
T:+44 (0)207 313 4151

FNAUT - Fédération nationale des associations d'usagers des transports - France
Jean Sivardière, Président,
Jean Lenoir : lenoir.jean@gmail.com

Freightliner 
Lindsay Durham, Head of Rail Strategy, 3rd Floor, The Podium, 1 Eversholt Street, London, NW1 2FL  UK
T 0044 207 200 3912, M 0044 7793 369583
durhaml@freightliner.co.uk

Freight Transport Association,  
Chris Yarsley, Manager - Road Freight, Enforcement and EU Affairs, Rue de la Science, 14, 1040 Brussels, Belgium
T +32 (0)2 231 0321, M (new) +32 (0)470 183034

HKX - Hamburg-Köln-Express GmbH
Renate Bader, Konrad-Adenauer-Ufer 39, 50668 Köln Germany
T +49 221 677 802 – 27, M+49 160 972 775 36
renate.bader@hkx.de, www.hkx.de
 
HECTOR RAIL AB, Sweden
Ole Kjörrefjord, Chairman, Svärdvägen 27, 182 33 Danderyd, SWEDEN
M +46 70 762 5200, www.hectorrail.com

IRU 	
Michael Nielsen, IRU General Delegate to the EU
Marc.Billiet@iru.org
	
Mofair e. V.
E Recker, Potsdamer Platz 1, 10785 Berlin
Telefon: +49 30 306 046 83
e.recker@mofair.de'

National Express
Anthony Vigor
3rd Floor, 60 Charlotte Street, 
London, W1T 2NU
Anthony.Vigor@nationalexpress.com

NEE
Ludolf Kerkeling, Sitz und Geschäftsstelle, Friedrichstrasse 186, D-10117 Berlin
Tel: +49 (0)30 53 14 91 47 0

Rail Freight Group
Tony Berkeley, Chairman, 7 Bury Place, London WC1A 2LA
T 0044 203 116 0007 
M 0044 7710 431542
tony@rfg.org.uk, www.rfg.org.uk

Regiojet – CZ 
Tomáš Petras <tomas.petras@regiojet.cz>

UIRR   INTERNATIONAL UNION FOR ROAD-RAIL COMBINED TRANSPORT
Ralf-Charley SCHULTZE, Director General, 31, rue Montoyer - bte 11, B-1000 Brussels  
T+32 (0)2 548 78 92  M +32 471 33 00 49
www.uirr.com
 
Westbahn, Austria
Dr Erich Forster, Managing Director
ef@westbahn
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